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HE Enemies of this Paper would 
fain raiſe a popular Clamour a- 
| gainſt it, as a Paper calculated for 
Oppolition to the Church of England; and 
by how much their Arguments for this are 
weaker, by ſo much the Noiſe they make 
is loud; for Clamour and Railery were al- 
ways made uſe of as Equivalents to Reafon 
and Sound- arguing; bow well they ſupply 
the Place, ſhall be found in the Sequel 
I have often expreſs d my ſelf with a great 
Deal of Plajnneſs and Sincerity on thisHead, 
in ibe like Caſe, and I ſhall do ſo now again, 
by. Way of Caution to thoſe. that take up 
too baftily with-a railing Accuſation 


And I am perſwaded, I ſhall fully ſatisfie 
all ſober, moderate, and ſerious Church men 
for the reft, I count their Cenſure FAME. 


I own and acknowledge the Church of 
England to be a Proteftant Reform d 
Church, pute in Doctrine, and Orthodox 
in Profeſhon ; However, I may differ from 
her in Church- Government and Ceremo- 
nies, which, GOD be prais'd, are Points 
but Circumftantial, and not altogether . 
Eſſential, or Do&rinal=— As England is 
eftabliſh'd, I am fully fatisfy'd the Civil 
Adminiftration fhould be in the Church of 
England—and firmly believe, it is Beſt for 
Us, moſt our Intereft, and moſt condu- 
cing to the publick Peace, that it ſhould be 
ſo———The Diſenters being ſo divided from 
one another in AﬀeQJian, as well as Intereft, . 
that they would never agree to concede the 
Crown to either of them. 


The- 
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e Church of England has upon ſeveral 
* cs fhewn hee ſelf a firm Bulwark 

ain Popery, 
ts, Lan Occaſions ſince, and 
particularly at the Revolution— Nor are 
the Intereſts of either compatible with each 
other, or their Doctrine at all conſiſtent. 

Yet, for Reaſons which I cannot give 
here, I find it impoſſible, with Eaſe tomy 
-Coaſcience, for me to conform to or com- 
ply with either the Worſhip, Diſcipline, or 
Government of this Church —or to com- 
municate with her, whether in a ſtated or 
an Occaſional Communion. 

1 farther declare, that if I could conform 
to her, I ought—and indeed would—and 
think it wo 
Nod I cannot but own, I deteſt and abhor, 
as Unlawful, Irrational, and Unchriſtian, 
the ſubjecting the Sacred Inftitutions of 
Chriſt Jeſus, I mean, the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, as a Qualification—and 
taking that Sacrament meerly as a Teſt of 
Qualification for Preferment and ſecular 
Employment Nor have I ever ſeen an 
Attempt of any Conſequence to defend it. 

At the ſame time, I neither ſay nor be- 
lieve the Church of England to be a com- 
pleatly reſorm'd Church — But that many 
Things remain yet to be reform'd, and 
which among the Diſſenting Churches are 
(tho not there either perfectly) farther 
reform d And for this Reaſon 
1 DISSENT ; believing every Chriftian 
to be oblig'd to worſhip GOD in that 
Manner or Form, as he finds moſt agree- 
able to the Will of GOD declar'd in the 

criptures, and to joyn in Communion 
2 thoſe that RE THINKS do ſo 
And upon theſe Reaſons I SEPARATE. 

After all, my diffenting and ſeparating, 
no way leſſens my Charity to, or Reverence 
for thoſe, who in the Honefty of their 
Hearts, and with ſimple uncorrupted Aims, 
adhere to the Dictates of their Conſciences, 
and joyn with the Church of England o—— 
The Reverend Clergy, whether dignify'd 
or inferiour, ſuch of them as purſue the 
Glorious and Sacred Office of Minifters of 
Chriſt, and walk as Lights in the World, 
ſound in Doctrine, end exemplar in Conver- 
* Cation, I preſerv? for them a profound 


as well at ber firſt Refor- 


be my Duty ſo to do 


- Veneration, and a fincere Reſpedt And 


tho* I do not equally honour. the Diſparity 
they profeſs, yet it no way hinders me from 


giving a duc Deference to their Characters 


Nor have I ever been guilty of the leaft 
Diſreſpe& to ſuch, but count it my Honour 
that I have Acquaintance with, and Eſteem 
from many ot the Church of England Clergy, 
who merit the Character above, and ho 
are Part of that happy FEW who ſupport 
that Church, 

Theſe Reverend and Holy Perſons are 
never failing to be accompany'd with this 
one Qualification, (vix-) That they lament 
the Decay of Diſcipline in the Church of 
England, and the Neglect of putting in 
Execution thoſe wholeſome Laws—which 
by her own Cagon would purge the Houſe 
of GOD, and remove flagrant Scandal from 
the Altar And I freely appeal to all 
the Reverend Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land, who have any Zeal for GOD, true 
Affection for their Mother the Church, or 
Pity for the Souls of their Hearers — 
Whether the preſent Immoralities of the 
Clergy in this Nation, are not the greateſt 
Reproach imaginable to the Governors of 
the Church —as entirely neglecting that 
Diſcipline, which alone can reſtore the Ho- 
nour and Eſteem of the Church Whether 
the ſcandalous Lives of the Clergy are not 
the great Encreaſe of Diſſenters, and whe- 
ther they can blame the poor People for 
running to Meeting-Houſes, while the 1g- 
norance, Ro or Impiety of their 
Parochial Inſtructor, renders him abomi- 
nable, and the People are made to abhor 
the Offering of the Lord ? 

Theſe are the Things that I have de- 
clar'd againft, and theſe I ſhall never ceaſe 
to purſuez nor ſhall all the Clamour of a 
Party, that eſpouſe theſe Agents of Hell, 
be able to filence theſe Complaints, by any 
thing, but reforming the Practice 
Whenever this is done, it ſhall ſoon ap- 
pear, that I purſue the Crimes, not the 
Perſonsz the Vices, not the Men and 
that it is far from an Attack 'upon the 
Church —— The only way to preſerve 
which, is to root out Scandal and Vice 
from the Pillars that ſupport her 
The Vices of the Clergy undermine the 


very 


(C 371 


very Foundation of the Church, and muſt 
in Time overwhelm her, if not carefully 
ſedrcb'd into I touch but here and there, 
to give black Inſtances of the Thing, that 
it may awaken the faithful Watchmen to 
give a more effectual Warning But with 
abundant Reſped, give me leave to ſay, 
even to the Fathers and Governors of the 
Church of England If ſome ſpeedy Courſe 
be not taken to extinguiſh this Fire, if ſome 
Pbine as be not found, whoſe Zeal for God's 
Glory ſhall be a Terror to theſe abomina- 
ble People The Fire is kindled, the 
Plague is begun, that will conſume and eat 
out the Vitals of true Religion from the 
Church of England, and ſhe will at laſt be 
bury'd in the Ruins of her own Eftabliſh- 
ment—-For the Church of GOD can never 
ſtard upon the Foundations of Sin. 

If this Plainneſs muft be taken for Enmi- 
ty to the Church— I ſay, it is Miſs-taken. 
The Council is good, the Argument is 
ſound, and believe it or no, hearken to it 
or no, hear or forbear, throw Dirt at the 
Author of it as long as you pleaſe—it ſhall 
riſe in Judgment againft this Generation, 
if it benegleRed, when the Rvin of their 
Church ſhall be charg'd upon the Negle& 
of the Watchmen of Jeruſalem. Nor can it 


be ill deſign'd, for it is ſtarted in its Seaſon, 


in the Time for putting it in Prad ice 
You cannot ſay that it is done, when it is 
too late to remedy it, and ſo done only 
to upbraid you. 

No, no, moſt Reverend, and Right Reverend 
Farbers—If you pleaſe to be Fathers, and 
act the Fathers of the Church, for the 
Glory of GOD, and for the Recovering 
the Church of England from the DANGER 
ſhe s in, of immediate Deſtruction 

e muſt (et about a firig, an exact, an 


impartial Viſitation—and root out Vice, 
Immorality, and Debauchery from the 


Clergy It i not too late Heaven 
ſummons you to the Work, by the general 
Complaint of the whole Nation Drun- 
kenneſs, Oaths, and abominable Lewdneſs, 
Fgnorance, Negligence, and ſcandalous In- 
ſufficiency, and 10 make it ſtill worſe, ab- 
horr'd Error, Deiſm, and Socinianiſm, 
have over-run the Clergy of the Church; 
and the Examples are innumerable. 


If ye will pleaſe to reſtore Diſcipline, to 
revive the Ecclefiaftick Cenſures 
It — Biſhop will be pleas'd to acquaint 
himſelf with his Clergy, and difcountenance, 
reprove, and chaſtiſe Vice among them, 
and in Caſe of incorrigible Practice, impar- 
tially correct: I need not ſay, what a glo- 
rious Change this would make in the 
Church of Znglend—But particularly, my 
Lords, pardon me for ſaying it would 
do more, much more to lefſening the 
Number of Diſſenters, and weakniug the 
Intereſt of the SC #1 dt, as ſome call ir, 
than all the Clamours and Cabals, that we 
are told are now forming agaiaſt the Tole- 
ration, are ever likely to do. 

And let me but defire thoſe Gentlemen 
that value aRetorm'd Church, and kiow 


any thing of Diſcipline, but look into Scoe- 


land; no matter what the Presbyterian 
Church is in Principle, I am not ſpeaking of 
that here, # will ſpeak for is ſelf ; But will ye 
be pleas'd to view the Effect of her Diſci- 
pline'? —- Not the leaft Immorality, no 
Appearance of Vice, no Scandal in Conyer- 
ſation is to be found among her whole 
Clergy z the worft Enemy of her Conſtitu- 
tion will allow her Minifters are ſober, 
grave, moral, and free from Scandal. 

If any thing centraty happens, for Mi- 
niſters are but Men there, as well an elſe» 
where—— This immediately follows, they 
are certainly and infallibly proſecuted, 
cenſur'd, reproy'd, and as the Crime merits, 
depos'd and deprivd And this pre- 
ſeryes the Church of Scotland, and on 
this can preſerve the Church of England — 
Here's her Danger! And till you look here, 
you will never deliver ber 3 for if this 
be not remedy'd, it will SAPP the Bafis 
of her Eftabliſhment, and overthrow the 
whole Building. 

Whenever this Work is ſeriouſly ſet 
about, this Paper ſhall joyfully recognize 
the Zeal of the Undertaker and ſodn 
convince you all, that it is the Reforma- 
tion, not the Deſtruſt ion of the Church, 
that is the End of its meddling with theſe 
Things But if this be fill omitted, 
this Paper ſhall never fail to lay before you 
the flagrant Crimes of a diſſolute Clergy, 
in order to expoſe the Vices, and warn the 

People— 


